

WITHDRAWN 9/21/15


Introduced by Council Member Redman:

ORDINANCE 2015–445-W
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CORPORATION SECRETARY TO EXECUTE A SERVICES AGREEMENT, INCLUDING A LICENSE AGREEMENT, BETWEEN THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AND THE JUSTICE COALITION, INC. TO OPERATE THE JACKSONVILLE VICTIM SERVICES CENTER LOCATED AT 403 WEST 10TH STREET; PROVIDING AUTHORIZATION TO EXECUTE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGREEMENT; PROVIDING AUTHORIZATION TO APPROVE SUBLICENSE AGREEMENTS; PROVIDING FOR OVERSIGHT BY THE RECREATION, PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT; REQUESTING ONE CYCLE EMERGENCY APPROVAL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, City, pursuant to Chapter 702 of the Ordinance Code, currently operates a Comprehensive Victim Assistance Program known as the “Jacksonville Victim Services Center” (the “Program”) at 403 West 10th Street (the “Program Facility”), which provides comprehensive case management, referral and victim advocacy services to victims of crimes in the City of Jacksonville, Florida; and
WHEREAS, the Program objectives include, among other things: i) increasing victim access to advocacy and other financial and service resources; ii) facilitating victim understanding of the rights given to victims by the laws of the State of Florida; iii) producing greater law enforcement and criminal justice responsiveness to victim needs; and iv) educating the victim about future crime prevention services; and
WHEREAS, City desires to provide more efficient Program services and reduce Program costs by partnering with The Justice Coalition, Inc., a Florida non-profit corporation (the “Coalition”) to operate the Program, commencing with Fiscal Year 2015-2016; and
WHEREAS, the Coalition is a non-partisan, non-profit organization serving innocent victims of violent crime in Northeast Florida for over 20 years and is recognized for its advocacy for crime victims, partnering with the community, law enforcement, legislators, faith-based organizations and local officials to educate the general public on criminal justice issues and to be pro-active in the fight against crime; and
WHEREAS, the Coalition’s services to victims of crimes include: i) immediate crisis intervention by assessing the victim’s needs and implementing an appropriate plan of action; ii) educating victims on victim rights and criminal justice proceedings; iii) networking resources to provide the victim with counseling and support groups; iv) accompanying victims to court proceedings; v) acting as a liaison between victims and prosecutors, law enforcement, and the media; vi) assisting victims in applying for victims’ compensation; and (vii) assisting  victims in publicizing rewards for unsolved murders and missing persons; and
WHEREAS, City believes that because of the Coalition’s vast experience in servicing crime victims, the Coalition’s operation of the Program will be more efficient, cost-effective and beneficial to the health and welfare of the victims of crime in Duval County, Florida; and
WHEREAS, the Coalition has agreed to perform the services and to operate the Program pursuant to the terms set forth in the Services Agreement (the “Agreement”) and the license agreement (the “License”); now therefore
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Recitals.
The recitals above are true and correct and incorporated herein by reference.

Section 2.

Approval and Authorization of the Agreement and the License.  There is hereby approved, and the Mayor and Corporation Secretary are hereby authorized to execute on behalf of the City the Agreement between the City and the Coalition, in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit 1, which Agreement includes the License between the City and the Coalition to use the Program Facility to operate the Program.
Section 3.

Authorization to Execute Amendments to the Agreement.  The Mayor and Corporation Secretary are hereby authorized to execute on behalf of the City amendments to the Agreement regarding the City’s maximum indebtedness under the Agreement based upon the Council’s annual budget appropriation of funds for the Program beginning with Fiscal Year 2015-2016, and any amendments to the Program Budget, as approved by the City’s Program Manager. The Office of General Council shall review and approve all such amendments as to form.  The City’s monetary obligations under the Agreement are contingent upon the availability of lawfully appropriated funds.
Section 4.

Authorization to Approve Sublicense Agreements.  The Mayor is authorized, without further City Council approval, to consent to future sublicense agreements by the Coalition to other victim organizations to assist with operating the Program.  Said sublicense agreements shall be subject to the same general license terms as the License and approved by Risk Management as to the insurance requirements and the Office of General Counsel as to form.

Section 5.

Oversight Department.  The Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department shall oversee the Program in accordance with the Agreement and the License terms.

Section 6.

Requesting One Cycle Emergency Approval.  Requesting a one cycle emergency approval to ensure that the Program transition to the Coalition is resolved in advance of the presentation of the proposed Fiscal Year 2015-2016 budget. 


Section 7.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

___/s/ Lawsikia J. Hodges__________

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by: Lawsikia J. Hodges
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